[Immunohistochemical studies of islet lesions in Keshan disease patients and rats fed with grains from endemic area of the disease].
Pancreas tissue collected from 77 patients died of Keshan disease as well as pancreas specimens of experimental rats having been fed with grains collected from Keshan disease endemic area were studied with immunohistochemical stainings. There were lesions found morphologically in the pancreatic islets of the patients, including atrophy, reduction of number, abnormal arrangement and degeneration of the islet cells. The serum insulin and connective peptide levels as well as the connective peptide secretory reserve in the islets of rats fed with endemic area grains were all markedly decreased. These findings suggest that the islet lesions in Keshan disease may be an important factor in aggravating the development of necrosis in the myocardium.